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OBITUARIES/NECROLOGIES 


Romanian academician ANDREI OTJETEA died in Paris at the age of 82 (21 March 
1977) following a prolonged bout with Parkinson’s disease. Born, 24 July 1894, of 
Romanian parents in the Transylvanian village of Sibiel, Ofetea began his formal educa- 
tion at the Hungarian lyceum in Sibiu. In 1919 he moved to Paris where for seven years 
he studied Italian literature with Henri Hauvette at the Sorbonne. Otetea’s doctoral 
dissertation (1926) was on the public career and political thought of the Italian his- 
torian Francesco Guicciardini; in additon, he edited some of the latter’s unpublished 
letters (1927). Returning to Romania, Ofetea taught modern and contemporary world 
history for twenty years at the university of Iasi. After World War II he trained a number 
of students at the university of Bucuresti. Also in Bucuresti, Ofetea directed Romania’s 
central historical research institution (Institutul de Istorie “N. lorga”), edited his coun- 
try’s premier historical reviews (Studii: Revista de istorie and Revue Roumaine d’His- 
toire), presided over the Romanian academy’s historical section, and served for many 
years in the Romanian legislature. As an editor, Ofetea was responsible for several monu- 
mental works, including diplomatic correspondence regarding the Eastern Question from 
1741 to 1821, papers which he discovered in the Neapolitan archives (1930); a set of 
documents on the Romanian revolution of 1821 (5 vols., 1959-62); another set on the 
influence of that revolution in Transylvania (1962); a collection on the unification of 
Moldavia and Wallachia following the Crimean War (3 vols., 1959-63); Karl Marx’s notes 
on Romanians (1964); and portions of a Romanian history (vols. 2 and 3, 1962-64). 
An early advocate in Romanian scholarship of historical materialism, Otetea wrote 
the first survey of the Renaissance and Reformation using that interpretation (1st ed. 
1941, 2nd 1964, 3rd 1968). His major and most original work concerns Tudor Vladimir- 
escu’s revolution of 1821 (ist ed. 1945, 2nd 1971). After describing the socio-economic 
background, Ofetea puts the revolution into European perspective by identifying its 
links with the Philiké Hetairia, Russian foreign policy, and the Holy Alliance. 

Ofetea’s works reflect a broad horizon; they are analytical, synthetic, and erudite— 
neither dogmatic nor tied to minutiae. His style is elegant and precise. Ofetea’s students 
recall his helpfulness, sincerity, and modesty. He never forgot his own peasant roots, 
but his village was the world of learning. 


Frederick Kellogg University of Arizona 
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